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NEWS AND COMMENTS 

The tenth annual meeting of the Mississippi valley historical associa- 
tion, held in Chicago April 26-28, must be accounted a distinct success. 
The program announced by the committee under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Way of Beloit college, attracted an unusually large attendance, 
which as events proved was well deserved. The formal papers set a new 
standard of excellence and of interest; they were most delightfully sup- 
plemented by a number of social affairs arranged by the Chicago his- 
torical society: a reception, a luncheon at the Congress hotel, and an 
automobile tour through the park boulevard system of Chicago. 

The business meeting showed that the association is at last well on its 
way to a really sound financial standing, while the list of officers elected 
gives ample evidence that the organization is enjoying the support and 
cooperation of the most prominent as well as the most promising his- 
torical scholars of the middle west. St. George L. Sioussat was chosen 
president for the coming year, and the faithful service of Mrs. Clara S. 
Paine as secretary-treasurer was recognized by her reelection to the same 
position. Isaac J. Cox was elected to serve another term on the editorial 
board; the other two vacancies occurring this year were filled by the 
election of Milo M. Quaife and Dan E. Clark. Orin G. Libby, Albert 
S. Sanford, and Homer C. Hockett are the new members of the executive 
committee; R. M. Tryon and Oscar H. Williams were chosen for the 
executive committee of the teachers' section. 

Two invitations were received for the next annual meeting, from the 
Minnesota historical society of St. Paul and from the chamber of com- 
merce of LaCrosse, Wisconsin. The Ohio valley historical association 
also invited the Mississippi valley association to attend its meeting at 
Pittsburgh November 30 and December 1, 1917. 

The Review takes pleasure in publishing a resolution passed by the 
association in commemoration of its first secretary-treasurer, Clarence S. 
Paine : 

Since the last annual meeting the association has lost by death its 
founder and best known member, Clarence S. Paine. In the fall of 1908 
it was at the call of Mr. Paine that representatives of various western 
historical agencies met at Lincoln, Nebraska, and started the movement 
which led to the formation of the Mississippi valley historical association. 
From that date until his death Mr. Paine was the secretary-treasurer 
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of the association and carried the burden of work upon his shoulders. 
He was more than an efficient official. His optimism and enthusiasm for 
the cause he had so much at heart inspired others and encouraged them 
to join their efforts with his. From the first Mr. Paine took his stand 
firmly for the highest ideals of scientific work, and it is his influence 
more than that of any other which has given the association the good 
reputation it enjoys today. Mr. Paine was a man of financial genius and 
for years he was the pilot who steered the association safely away from 
the rock of bankruptcy, which so frequently threatened it. During our 
long association with him, we, the members of the Mississippi valley his- 
torical association, learned to admire his ability and to love his per- 
sonality; and at this first meeting since his death we take occasion to 
express to his wife, his family, and his state the deep sense of obligation 
which we owe to him, and to give voice to our sympathy in their loss 
which in a very particular manner we share with them. 

The Proceedings of the tenth annual meeting of the Ohio valley his- 
torical association contains a full report of all the papers presented at 
Indianapolis. Inasmuch as the Indiana historical commission and the 
Indiana historical society had featured the meeting of the association in 
the program of the Indiana state centennial celebration, the subjects dis- 
cussed were those relating to Indiana history. 

Among the articles in the Military historian and economist for April 
are: "A prospective theory of the conduct of war," "England and 
neutral trade," and "Tactical lessons of the battle of Jutland." 

The proceedings of the Virginia historical society are printed in the 
March number of the Virginia magazine of history and biography. 

The American economic review publishes the Papers and proceedings 
of the twenty-ninth annual meeting of the American economic associa- 
tion as a supplement to the March number. Among the articles in the 
Review, is the "Theoretical issues in the single tax," by H. J. Davenport. 

The Proceedings of the American antiquarian society for 1916 con- 
tains the following contributions : ' ' The Mason title and its relations to 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts," by Otis G. Hammond; "The horn- 
book and its uses in America, ' ' by George A. Plimpton ; ' ' The early press 
and printers of Jamaica," by Frank Cundall; "Bibliography of Amer- 
ican newspapers, 1690-1820," by Clarence S. Brigham. 

The two contributions to the April number of the Iowa journal of his- 
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tory and politics are an article, "Executive veto in Iowa," by Jacob A. 
Swisher, and a translation by Thomas Teakle entitled the ' ' History and 
constitution of the Icarian community. ' ' The latter is composed chiefly 
of a translation of The history of the colony or republic of Icaria in the 
United States of America, by Etienne Cabet, with additional material 
sufficient for a necessary background to the history of the colony in Iowa. 

The two articles in the Tennessee historical magazine for March are 
St. George L. Sioussat's "Memphis as a gateway to the west: a study in 
the beginnings of railway transportation in the old southwest," and 
W. A. Provine's "Lardner Clark, Nashville's first merchant and fore- 
most citizen. ' ' 

Mr. St. George L. Sioussat has resigned his position as professor of 
history in Vanderbilt university, Nashville, Tennessee, and has accepted 
the George L. Littlefield professorship of American history in Brown 
university. 

The Fifteenth report of the public archives commission of the Amer- 
ican historical association is now reprinted from the annual report of the 
association for 1914. To it are added as appendixes the "Proceedings 
of the sixth conference of archivists" and Herbert A. Kellar's "Prelim- 
inary survey of the more important archives of the territory and state 
of Minnesota." 

The "Journal of Samuel Rowland Fisher, of Philadelphia, 1779-1781," 
contributed by Anna Wharton Morris, appears in the Pennsylvania mag- 
azine of history and biography for April. 

The April number of the Southwestern historical quarterly contains 
the first installment of "The tariff history of the republic of Texas." 
The author is Asa Kyrus Christian, who submitted this paper in partial 
fulfillments for the M.A. degree at the university of Texas. Herbert 
Rook Edwards' article, with a bibliography, "Diplomatic relations be- 
tween Prance and the republic of Texas," is concluded in this issue. 

The Yale university press has recently issued a pamphlet entitled 
"The coming of Yale college to New Haven, an address delivered by 
Professor "Williston "Walker in commemoration of the two hundredth an- 
niversary of the removal of the Collegiate school of Connecticut to New 
Haven. 



140 News and Comments M.V.H.B. 

The November issue of the Minnesota history bulletin is devoted chief- 
ly to "Captain Potter's recollections of Minnesota experiences." The 
document was not written until nearly a half century after the events 
occurred but an attempt has been made to cite parallel accounts for the 
purpose of verifying the narrative. This number contains also an index 
to volume i of the Bulletin. 

Editor, The Mississippi Valley Historical Review, 

Sir: — With the assent of a number of members of the executive 
committee of the association, I ask the assistance of the Review in 
bringing to the attention of the members of the association and of the 
readers of the Review generally the work of the National board for 
historical service, recently organized in Washington, D.C. 

I am sure that every worker in the field of history has felt a desire to 
do something to serve the nation in the present time of stress, and has 
wished that there might be some method of cooperation and some medium 
for the interchange of ideas, but has been puzzled how to proceed. 
It is the purpose of the national board to try to find out what historical 
workers can do and to furnish a means of intercommunication as to the 
best ways of doing it. 

While the suggestions thus far made are rather indefinite, the general 
purposes which the board has in mind have been stated in a circular 
which may be had of the secretary, Waldo G. Leland, 1133 Woodward 
building, Washington, D.C, and have been described with much force 
and interest in a letter by Mr. A. C. McLaughlin, which appeared in the 
Dial for May 17. In view of the lateness of this communication, writ- 
ten while the Review is in press, I shall not attempt here to restate the 
suggestions made by the board, but shall close with the remark that the 
board is a voluntary and unofficial body which will, I am sure, be glad 
to have the assistance and cooperation of all students of history. 

The following persons constitute the board : Victor S. Clark, Robert 
D. W. Connor, Carl R. Fish, Charles D. Hazen, Charles H. Hull, Gail- 
lard Hunt, Waldo G. Leland, James T. Shotwell, and Frederick J. 
Turner. James T. Shotwell is the chairman. 

Very respectfully, 

St. George L. Sioussat 



